
Woodland Skills Training 
Programme 2026-2027 
Workshop Schedule 

Below is a list of all the dates for the course sessions, including locations. Please mark 
the dates in your calendar and let us know in advance if you can not attend. Sessions 
take place on Wednesdays, with a mix of outdoor workshops and online learning. 

Where a location is not on public transport routes a minibus will be provided. Details of 
how to travel to each location will be provided a week in advance of each session. 
Reasonable travel costs can be reimbursed with prior agreement. Online sessions take 
place on Zoom, speak to us  if you need support accessing online sessions. 

Course Curriculum 

The Woodland Skills training course covers the following areas of learning: 

Land Use - overview of a range of different habitats with some species identification ​
Woodland Creation - Life cycles of trees from seed & sapling to pruning and harvesting​
Woodland Management - Introduction to practical approaches such as coppicing​
Employment support - Create a personalised action plan to support your job search 

Wednesday Webinars are a 1 hour talk from industry experts providing insight into 
various job roles and technical information that’s transferable to jobs. These talks are 
followed by a group discussion and regular ongoing careers support. 

 

Date / time Activity Location Module 

Wednesday 
16th Sept 
2026​
9.30-2.30pm 

Introduction:​
Learning objectives​
Green jobs and career pathways​
Site visit with tree ID session 

Pensford Village 
Hall and Great Avon 
Wood​
BS39 4JE 

Woodland 
Creation 

Wednesday 
23rd Sept​
9.30-2.30pm 

Trees and Water: ​
River testing and invertebrate sampling 
with BART 
(Bristol Avon Rivers Trust) 

Great Avon Wood, ​
Blackrock Lane, 
Pensford, BS39 

Land Use  

Wednesday 
30th Sept 
9.30-2.30pm 

Grasslands and Trees: ​
Seed broadcasting for biodiversity plus 
intro to scything at Avon Needs Trees’ 
flagship new forest. 

Lower Chew Forest,  
BS39 4NU​
Travel options will 
be provided 

Land Use 

 



 

Wednesday 
7th October 
10am-1pm 
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar:  
Introduction to Woodland Management  
2) Career Support: Dreams, Values & 
Motivations for work/life. 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
14th October  

Optional volunteering Day Location TBC  

Wednesday 
21st October 
9.30-2.30pm 

Growing trees from seeds: ​
Visit More Trees nursery to collect and 
process tree seeds for germination 

More Trees, Twerton, 
Bath 
BA2 1SJ 

Woodland 
Creation 

Wednesday 
28th October 
9.30-2.30pm 

Ecological considerations for 
woodland creation: ​
2-part session where half the group will 
be out in the woods conducting surveys 
and the other half will be in a classroom 
learning the basics of QGIS digital 
mapping software. 

Lower Chew Forest, ​
BS39 4NU​
Travel options will 
be provided 

Woodland 
Management 

Wednesday 
4th November 
9.30-2.30pm 

Ecological considerations for 
woodland creation:​
Half the group outdoors surveying and 
half the group indoors learning QGIS 

Lower Chew Forest, ​
BS39 4NU​
Travel options will 
be provided 

Woodland 
Management 

Wednesday 
11th Nov 
9.30-2.30pm 

Skills Connect: ​
In depth Employment workshop with 
Claire Middlehurst, Future Bright 
Manager and careers coach  

Guildhall, Bath ​
BA1 5AW 

Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
18th Nov 
10am-1pm 
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar​
TBC​
2) Careers Support: Group check-ins 
and help with CV’s or job searches 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
25th Nov 
9.30-2.30pm 

Coppicing at The Retreat: ​
Hands-on techniques for cutting back 
trees to benefit woodland growth, with 
Joe Cusworth from Forest of Avon. 

Upton Cheney,​
BS30 6NP​
Transport will be 
provided 

Woodland 
Management 

Wednesday 
2nd 
December 
10am-1pm 
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar​
TBC​
2) Career Support: Optional help with 
CV’s or job searches 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
9th December​
9.30-2.30pm 

Wellbeing in the Woods:​
Visit to Birch Collective for activities to 
build resilience for people and planet. 
See community land use in action. 

Strawberry Lane, 
Bristol BS5 8EY and 
Troupers Hill 

Land Use 

Wednesday 
16th Dec​
9.30-2.30pm 

Orchard Planting:​
Fruit trees in wood pasture for 
commercial or community harvesting 

Lower Chew Forest, ​
BS39 4NU​
Travel options will 
be provided 

Woodland 
Creation 
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18th Dec- 4th 
January 2027 

No sessions during holidays optional 
volunteering sessions will be available 

  

Wednesday 
6th January 
2027​
10am-1pm 
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar​
TBC​
2) Career support: Create your own 
career plan, with small steps to 
achieving your goal 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
13th January​
9.30-2.30pm 

Work Experience Showcase:​
Meet a range of staff and choose who 
to spend a day with for valuable sector 
work experience 

Grow Wilder,​
Bristol​
BS16 1EL 

Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
20th January​
10am-1pm​
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar​
TBC​
2) Career Support: with Royal Forestry 
Society tailored advice service 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Monday 25th 
January 2027​
9.30-2.30pm​
* Note 
different day! 

Living Willow Structure:​
Learn about the incredible properties of 
willow from Natalie Baker of The 
WillowBank while planting a new 
community structure.  

Great Avon Wood, 
Blackrock Lane, 
Pensford, BS39 

Woodland 
Creation 

Wednesday 
3rd February​
9.30-2.30pm 

Orchard pruning and care:​
Practical skills for formative shaping & 
careful management of fruit trees with 
Janine Connor from Forest of Avon 

Location TBC Woodland 
Management 

Wednesday 
10th February​
9.30-2.30pm 

Managing a Mixed Estate: ​
Visit to Ernest Cook Trust Slimbridge 
with a guided tour from Forester Lee 
James and Outdoor Learning Manager 
Liz McKenzie 

Slimbridge, 
Gloucestershire​
​
Transport will be 
provided 

Woodland 
Management 

Wednesday 
17th February​
10am-1pm 
(with breaks) 

1) Wednesday Webinar​
TBC​
2) Career Support: Tricks & Tips for 
Interview success 

Online via Zoom Employment 
Support 

Wednesday 
24th February 
9.30-2.30pm 

Tree Tour and Course Celebration:​
Trip to Tyntesfield, National Trust to 
learn about managing specimen trees. ​
Followed by a reflection session, 
certificates of attendance and 
celebration. Expect cake! 

National Trust 
Tyntesfield, Wraxall​
North Somerset​
BS48 1PA​
Travel options will 
be provided 

Land Use 
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